AMENDMENTS TO SPECIFICATION 



Please amend the Title on Pg. 1 at line 1 as follows: 

ELECTRICAL CONTACT MATERIAL AND METHOD FOR MAK I NG SAME USE 

OF THIS MATERIAL 

Please amend the paragraph on Pg. 1 , at lines 3-5. as follows: 

The present invention relates to the field of electrical contacts. It relates more 
particularly to a contact material with an arc e xtinction e ff e ct and to its 
manufacturing proc e ss. and its use in extinction of an electric arc. 

Please amend the paragraph on Pg. 3, at lines 4-9, as follows: 

More precisely, the contact material with an electric arc e xtinction effect 
according to the invention comprises a matrix made of conductive m e ta l silver 
and an unstable fraction incorporated into this matri x, th e unstable fraction 
hav i ng th e property of decomposing at a t e mp e ratur e between th e op e rating 
t e mp e rature of th e contact and th e m e lting po i nt of the m e ta l , w i th th e r ele as e of 
a gas capab l e of d e stabil i zing an el e ctr i c arc . The unstable fraction includes at 
least one hydride based on at least one of the elements chosen from the group: 
Ti. Hf. V, Nb. Mq. Ta. Cr. Mo. W. Fe. Co. Ni. La. Y. 

Please amend the paragraph on Pg. 3, at lines 11-16, as follows: 

In a matrix made of conductive metal are incorporated an unstable fraction 
having the property of decomposing at a temperature between the operating 
temperature of the contact and the melting point of the metal with the release of 
a gas capable of destabilizing an electric arc and a refractory fraction.T he 
i nv e nt i on also relat e s to a process for manufacturing th e material defin e d abov e . 
It essential l y cons i sts in: 

provid i ng a b le nd comprising a conductiv e m e ta l and an unstab le 

constitu e nt as d e fin e d above; 
compacting th i s b le nd; and 
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forming it accord i ng to th e i nt e nd e d use. 



I 



Please amend the paragraph on Pg. 8. at lines 1-7, as follows: 

Thus, to summarize, the invention proposes an electrical contact material 
capab le of d e stab ili z i ng an ele ctric arc occurr i ng b e tw ee n two contact e l e m e nts, 
so as not to bo impaired in th e l ong t e mn by th e e ff e cts of th e h e at r e leas e d. I n 
addition, the process for manufacturing th i s materia l , ow i ng to i ts gr e at fl e xibi li ty, 
makes i t possib l e to produce contact parts in any of th e standard fomns us i ng th e 
sam e m e ans of production as us e d for th e cun" e nt mat e r i a l s. and its use to 
destabilize an electric arc occurring between two contact elements, so as not to 
be impaired in the long term by the effects of the heat released. 
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